NY44 Health Benefits Plan Trust
www.ny44.elb.org

The N'Y44 Health Benefits Plan Trust is an Article 44 Trust governed by the New York State Insurance
Department and controlled by ten Trustees, five appointed by the Labor Organizations involved and five
appointed by the Erie 1 BOCES Superintendent. The Trust is jointly run with both Union and
Management having equal say in benefits offered and premium-equivalents charged. Employee
organizations and employers are represented on the Trust through appointed Trustee Liaisons. Only
these ten Trustees can change established benefits, add new benefits, and set yearly health premium-
equivalents.

The current medical claims administrators for the Trust are Independent Health/ Nova and MVP; the
pharmacy claims administrator is Pharmacy Benefit Dimensions (PBD). NY44 Health Benefits Plan
documents are available on-line at www.ny44.elb.org. The current Independent Health/ Nova Provider
Directory; MVP Directory and PBD Drug Formulary are available on-line at our Web site under “Benefit
Information.”

Questions regarding the plan should be directed to:

Dr. Darleen A. Michalak, Plan Administrator/ Ex-Officio Trustee
716-821-7074
dmichalak@elb.org.

Other Health Trust staff includes:

Tom Pomidoro, Claims Analyst
716-821-7203
tpomidoro@frontiernet.net

Alice Riley, Fiscal Agent/ Software Trainer
716-821-7192

ariley@elb.org

Jeni Kapalczynski, Administrative Assistant
716-821-7161
jkapalczynski@elb.org
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NY44 Health Benefits Plan Board of Trustees

Union

John Pope
Erie 1 Administrators Association

Joe Borgisi
Erie 1 Professional Education Association

Kathleen Ballard
Erie 1 Management Association

Scott Decker
AFSCME Local 2567
12-month employees

Cynthia Kapturowski
AFSCME Local 2341
10-month employees

Management

Doreen Casacci, Trust Chair
Director, Alternative Education

Doreen Kausner, Trust Vice Chair
Manager/ Treasurer

Carol Barber
Deputy Superintendent

Melody Jason
Executive Director of Instructional Programs
and Services

JoAnn Balazs
Director, Management Services
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